
Website - www.lawfordmead.essex.sch.uk 

Mr Matthew Poyton 
Head of School  

Lawford Mead Primary School 
 Newsletter No. 36 16th  July 2020 

 
 

Dear parents/carers, 

 

So, the final newsletter of a very different academic year to 
the one we expected.  I know the last few months have 
been stressful for us all and our thoughts have been with 
you during this time.  Despite us not all seeing each other 
each day this term, I have never felt such a strong sense of 
the Lawford Mead community. Please see my ‘thankyous’ at 
the end of this newsletter! 

Parents and carers of children in Reception to Year 5 should 
have received an email today that includes a letter from the 
HERA Trust.  It explains our plans for opening to all pupils, 
fulltime, in September.  The email also includes an 
important letter from Essex County Council. Life at Lawford 
Mead will not be back to normal quite yet, but we are very 
much looking forward to seeing all the children back in 
school.  I know the details in the letter about staggered start 
times and different gates may seem confusing at first.  
Whilst there is no perfect solution, please be assured that 
the staff will be working with you to make sure it all works 
as smoothly as possible for everyone, even those with 
multiple siblings in school.  I know those parents may be 
worried. Staff will be out at the gates early, getting the 
children onto the school site as quickly as possible.  Parents 
of children in Nursery and those joining Reception will 
receive more information soon.  It will all make sense in 
September, I promise, and after just a couple for days I am 
sure we will all get used to it. 

That email today also includes information about school 
meals. The meal price from September 2020 is £2.10.  The 
Covid-19 situation has accelerated our plans to become a 
cashless school and we ask that all parents and carers make 
sure they are able to use SIMS Pay in September.  If you 
haven’t set this up already and need a new invitation code 
to do so, please email admin@lawfordmead.essex.sch.uk by 
lunchtime next Tuesday July 21st or ASAP from September 
1st.  We are looking into how we can manage the snack 
trolley for Year 3-6 in September.  This may need to involve 
SIMS Pay too, so there’s another reason to get set up!  

 

We are planning to continue working with Allstar 
Community Academy to provide childcare before and 
after school in our Family Centre in September.  We are 
working with them to make sure their provision is as safe 
as possible.  You can contact them directly here. 

 

Teachers will not be blogging over the summer break and 
the children (and YOU!) deserve a break after working so 
hard to keep the learning going at home!  However, as 
some parents have asked, if you and your child would like 
to keep going with some home learning in preparation for 
September, we recommend the following: 

- Read lots!  Independently and to each other. Try the 
Summer Reading Challenge. 

- Spelling practice.  You could use Spelling Shed and you 
can find the appropriate spelling lists here. Nothing 
beats writing the words down.  Use your best 
handwriting! 

-   Times table practice.  You can use Times Tables 
Rockstars or Hit the Button. Our youngest pupils can 
work on their Number Bonds! 

- You can research new Autumn 1 topics with the 
Knowledge Organisers and Home Learning Ideas that 
can be already be found here. 

- Grammar Hammer and Mathletics worksheets are still 
available here. Stage number = Year group. 

- Further guidance on learning at home, including 
creative writing, can still be found here. 

 

First a HUGE thank you to YOU, the parents and carers who 
have had to become teachers!  During a time of such 
uncertainty (and whilst still having to work and do the 
household jobs that still needed doing!), you have been 
promoting our school values at home and helping your 
children learn.  We are so, so grateful.  Thank you for 
engaging with tapestry, blogs, Seesaw, Zoom calls, 
assembly videos and endless emails.  We will never forget 
the support you have given the school. 

 

…...Continued overleaf 
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A BIG thank you too to all our staff and teachers.  Teachers have worked very hard to manage the blogs and Tapestry, call 
families, host Zoom calls and teach the returning children in very different circumstances.  

 

EXTRA thanks goes out to Miss Chittick who, as always, has been doing all she can to support children with additional needs 
and their families….to Mrs Burrells who has spent such a lot of time on the email communication that has been so important 
during this time…to Miss Lindsay who has been helping to run the provision for children of keyworkers every day since the 
very beginning…and to Jackie Johnson, Masterchef Champion 2020, who has been working tirelessly on her own in the 
kitchen. 

 

Finally, for now, a MASSIVE thank you to all the children for showing our school values throughout this year.  Our value of 
RESILIENCE has never been more needed or more clearly demonstrated by so many!  But not only that, children have 
continued to show PASSION for learning and ASPIRATION to achieve their best.  We are so proud of them all. 

 

I hope you all have a safe, relaxing, fun and sunny summer.  We look forward to seeing you in September.  The school calendar 
can be found here.  Having made it through this term together, I know that we (staff, children and families) can overcome the 
next challenge too, as one big Lawford Mead Team! To quote one of our Year 6 pupils, we will keep ‘raising the amazing’ 
together! 

 

Mr Poyton 
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