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Dear parents and carers, 

We are coming to the end of what has been a very 

challenging week for everyone.  Let me first say a HUGE 

thank you to all our wonderful pupils.  Their positivity 

and resilience in face of change has made the start of 

term a very successful one, despite the logistical 

challenges.  They have done you and us all extremely 

proud and we are delighted to have them back.   Thank 

you too to our amazing staff team who have adjusted 

brilliantly to new ways of working and as always, Lawford 

Mead team spirit has been very evident. 

Finally, thank you to all of you parents and carers for 

supporting the school during this time.  Your words of 

encouragement at the gate, on the phone or in emails 

have meant a lot.  We were very pleased at the positive 

response and feedback we have had from many parents 

since making changes to the drop off system on Trent 

Road.  From day two, and every day since, we have seen 

a great improvement. 

Whilst I am on the subject of these new (and hopefully 

temporary!) systems in the morning at the start and the 

end of the day…There are no perfect solutions, for any 

school, when arranging these new 

systems alongside government 

guidance.  There are so many 

logistical details to consider.  

However, with YOUR help, we are 

confident that things will continue 

to improve! 

 

On Trent Road… 

We are grateful for the commitment of the staff team, all 

getting out the front early to receive the children.  I know 

many of you parents and carers are doing this already, but 

these are things we need from you to make the routines work 

even better… 

1. Please stick to the timings and gates emailed to you 

previously.  I know syncing all our watches perfectly is 

difficult. But if you are late (Year 2 and Year 4 particularly) 

or too early (especially Year 1 and Year 3) it makes things 

very difficult.  If you do find yourself arriving late or too 

early I would ask that you wait across the road if at all 

possible and then cross over safely when the coast is 

clearer. 

2. Once your child is on the school site and being supervised 

by staff, please move well away from the gates 

straightaway and ensure you are not blocking pavements. 

We do not have the space for long goodbyes or socially 

distant conversations I’m afraid. 

3. Wherever possible, we ask that only one adult per family 

brings children to school and if you do want to socialise and 

chat with other parents, please do that away from the front 

of the school. 

4. Overall, please be considerate of other families.  You 

should have a received an email on Tuesday with a letter 

from the HERA Trust that included a letter from Dr Mike 

Gogarty, Director of Wellbeing, Public Health and 

Communities at Essex County Council.  Please make sure 

you read it. 

 

Please be considerate of our neighbours on Thames Avenue 

and ensure you are not blocking driveways or gates.   

At pick up time, we ask you all to stick to all these same 

principles.  Please head home as soon as your child is with you. 

Teachers are not able to have conversations with parents at 

the gates.  Please call the school office if you need to discuss 

something with a teacher. Thank you. 

…...Continued overleaf 
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Please visit the Year 1 to 6 blogs (Reception parents please 

use Tapestry) for information about homework.  We are 

trying to avoid sending paper home as much as possible.  

Teachers will be striving to set homework that does not 

require any printing.   

You should be able to read the tasks on digital devices and 

then do the homework on whatever paper you have at 

home.  Completed homework should not come back into 

school; you can take photos of it and share those with 

teachers through Seesaw (Tapestry for Reception). You 

should find information about Seesaw in your child’s new 

reading diary, which should be kept at home. 

Guidance on new systems for home reading books will be 

on the blogs and Tapestry too.  THANK YOU to all who have 

returned school books - we wouldn’t be able to start 

sending books home without getting those back. Again, you 

can use Seesaw and Tapestry to show teachers the reading 

you are doing at home. 

We are disappointed not to be able to host our usual 

September ‘Meet the 

Teacher’ coffee mornings 

for Year 1 to 6.  During 

those mornings teachers 

usually give a short 

presentation to parents 

and carers, explaining 

routines and the learning that will be going on this term and 

during the year ahead.  HOWEVER, these PowerPoint slides 

are currently being put together and they will be emailed to 

you soon.  I hope you can look at them together as a family 

and find them useful. 

We will be in touch as soon as we think we can start the 

tuck trolley again for Year 3 to 6.  For now, we do ask that 

the snacks coming in are as healthy as possible. Please 

avoid food that is high in salt and sugar. No sweets, 

chocolate, biscuits or crisps and please remember that we 

are a nut-free school.  Fruit is best! 

We will be in touch as soon as we think we are going to 

be able to provide hot meals.  If your child eats a school 

lunch, please do look at the menu with them each week 

to help them decide what they will order during the 

register. 

Reminder: For now, all home packed lunches must come 

into school in disposable bags. Thank you. 

 

I hope you received our email about Miss Lindsay’s clubs.  

Do look for it if you haven’t seen it.  As clubs are 

organised in bubbles, the spaces are actually unlimited!  

Please email admin@lawfordmead.essex.sch.uk if you 

would like your child to attend their club.  Another BIG 

thank you to Miss Lindsay and Mr Lincoln for these clubs. 

The Trust and school are very proud to continue to make 

these clubs FREE. 

 

I hope you all have a wonderful weekend.  Stay safe and 

we look forward to seeing the children on Monday for 

another week of learning. 

 

Mr Poyton 
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