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Dear parents and carers, 

 

I would like to wish you and the family the very best during 
the difficult time we find ourselves in, again.  I know it may 
have been challenging to get into a routine with your 
children this week.  We are very grateful for all you have 
been doing to keep your children learning.   

We are striving to provide the best remote learning 
provision we can, and meeting the government guidance of 
four hours’ worth of learning a day for Years 3-6 and three 
hours for younger children.  However, we appreciate that 
every parent/carer faces their own challenges with work 
responsibilities, the space and number of children you have 
at home, internet access and devices etc. Everything you 
have achieved together at home so far is fantastic.  We are 
in this together and will get through it together! 

 

We have been trying to obtain the digital 
devices that the government has allocated 
for us, so we can support the families who qualify for one.  
The government has prioritised secondary schools for these 
devices and the Department of Education has told us that 
we cannot order our devices until January 17th.  Please be 
aware, it will only be certain families, of children in Years 3-
6 only, who will qualify.  We will be in touch with you as 
soon as possible when we know more and we will also be 
contacting you soon about the government’s scheme for 
supporting families with internet access. 

 

We have been very pleased to see so many 
children joining the daily Zoom calls with 
teachers.  Please be aware that 5 minutes after 
the start time, teachers may need to stop letting people into 
the call so that they can focus on making the most of the 
session time.  If Zoom crashes on your device in the middle of 
the call however, teachers will strive to let you back in!  Please 
read the Zoom guidance we have emailed previously if you 
haven’t already. 

The school needs to monitor the learning 
going on at home, so please use Tapestry 
(Nursery/Reception) or Seesaw (Year 1-6) to share learning 
with teachers. It is great for the children too as they will then 
receive feedback from teachers.  Please email us (we are not 
always able to answer the phones at the moment) if you are 
having any problems with the learning or with using Tapestry, 
Seesaw, the blogs or Zoom.  Please be aware that if a teacher 
calls you to provide support, they may withhold their number 
if they are working from home.   

The latest assembly video can be found here 
www.lawfordmead.essex.sch.uk/events/lockdown-assembly
-8th-january-2021. Sorry it’s just me this week and I’m not 
doing anything too silly but, as with these videos during last 
year’s lockdown, future videos will be more exciting and 
feature guest stars! I hope you enjoy watching these as a 
family and they help with motivating the children to show our 
school values at home. There will be a new blog post here on 
Monday for you to nominate children for next Friday’s 
assembly. 

I hope you all have a relaxing weekend. The whole family 
should be very proud of the learning achieved this week. Well 
done children and THANK YOU adults!  

Take care all, Mr Poyton 
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